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The Mirror occupies a unique place amongst the
many different classes of sailing dinghy. Anyone
at virtually any age can start their sailing in a Mir-
ror. You can skipper a Mirror at 10 or 70 and crew
it at virtually any age. It is a stable and easy to sail
dinghy with the benefit of a full suite of sails. Yet
whilst anyone can sail i, it takes a very good sailor
to sail it well.

You don’t have to be a champion athlete to be a
sailing champion. Whilst it can be sailed and en-
joyed by anyone, the Mirror class has also been
the breeding ground for many champion Australian
sailors. Australian Mirror World Champions are
Paul Eldrid (1987, Ireland) who went on to be run-
ner up in the 420 in 1990 and Tom King (1991, Hol-
land) who in 2000 claimed an Olympic Gold Medal
in the 470. Australian runners up include David
Graney (1987) Mark Padgett (1999), Torvar Mirsky
(2001) and Nick Davis (2007).

The Mirror is what is known as an international
class. This means that Mirrors are sailed around
the world and there State and National Champi-
onships every year as well as a World Champion-
ship every second year. These are great oppor-
tunities for the keen sailors to enjoy higher-level
competition.

Reigning 49er World Champion and Olympian Ben
Austin also entered the sport through the Mirror as
did 2008 Olympic 470 Gold Medallist Tessa Par-
kinson. Tessa started sailing as an eight year old
in Mirrors and her first championships were the
Western Australian States when she was eleven.
Her first Worlds were the Mirror Worlds in Irelagd-,
in 2001 and only 7 years later Tessa was an Ol-
ympic gold-medallist. 2009 World 29er champion
from Perth, Steven Thomas also sailed a Mirror at
the same World Championships as Tessa.

The British have nominated the Mirror as one of
only a'small number of Royal Yachting Association *
" Pathway Training Classes which provide a direct
route to"¥ogzh and Olympic training programs.

The Mirror is a 3.3m long sailing dinghy sailed by
2 persons (a skipper and crew). It has 3 sails — a
mainsail, a jib and a spinnaker or what we refer
to as a full suite of sails. Yachts of all sizes have
these 3 types of sail so if you can sail a Mirror you
should be able to sail almost anything.

Many parents wh iled as children are return-
ing to sailing and introducing their children to sail-
ing through the Mirror. As a result there are many
parent-child combinations as well as\sTMiﬂg_ﬁ?gilé
ing together on Mirrors ..... and don'’t forget, a

plenty of kids just having fun sailing with a friend.
- The adults compete against the youn

In resounding support for the class Perth’'s own
international young gun Torvar Mirsky said, “Mir-
rors, for me were the building blocks of my sailing
career. | learnt to sail in Mirrors! | think it is impor-
tant to sail a good youth dinghy class while you are
growing up. Mirrors are a great boat to learn all the
ropes The racing'is;alwaysiclose*and the world
ships always produce some champion

over 70,000
been updated over the years
now a thoroughly modern fibreglass sailing ding
incorporating a full alloy rig and centre sheeting.

sailors.”

It is sailed by adults or children new to sailing,
young sailors transitioning from Optimists, Min-
nows etc, and by parents with their children.
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